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Introduction of the Evaluation Mechanism for Explorer Grant of
Health Research Council of New Zealand
— Inspiration for Original Exploratory Program of National

Natural Science Foundation of China

Qinxing Bao'” Jing Chen’ Liyao Zou®"
1. College of Landscape Architecture, Zhejiang A&F University » Hangzhou 311300

2. Bureau of International Cooperation, National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 100085

Abstract Health Research Council (HRC) is a government agency affiliated to the Ministry of Health in
New Zealand supporting health and biomedical research. To enhance the support of transformative research
at an early stage, HRC initiated Explorer Grant in 2013 to provide researchers with seed funding which
would facilitate their applications for regular programs. Different from the regular evaluation process, a
combination of double-blind review and random allocation is adopted for Explore Grant to select the
proposals to be funded, which helps the reviewers focus on the transformative characteristics of the
research. Such process not only reduces the burden on peer reviewers significantly, but also has advantages
such as simplicity, transparency and fairness. This paper suggests: inspired by the HRC Explorer Grant,
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) should explore to integrate random allocation into
the evaluation approach for its Original Exploratory Program, which is difficult to select appropriate peer
reviewers from a specific area; in accordance with the policy of adopting “open competition mechanism to
select the best candidates”, NSFC should improve its Original Exploratory Program by lowering application
threshold and developing seed funding support; flexibility and localized strategy could also be introduced,
for example, judging the compliance with evaluation criteria may be substituted for scoring, and random

allocation may be supplemented by diversified investment.

Keywords Health Research Council of New Zealand; explorer grant; original scientific project;

random allocation
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